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SUB J : TRANSKEI BREAKS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA 

REF: A. DURBAN 227, B. DURBAN 181, C. DURBAN A-23, D. DURBAN 215 
E. PRETORIA 2036 

1 . PRESS REPORTS APRIL 1 1 CONFIRM AND AMPLIFY APRIL 10 
REPORT (REF A) THAT TRANSKEI PRIME MINISTER KAISER MATANZIMA 
HAS BROKEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA OVER THE 
EAST GRIQUALAND ISSUE. IN A SPEECH APRIL 10 IN UMTATA BEFORE 
THE TRANSKEI NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, MATANZIMA SAID THE GOT HAD 
SEVERED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA, WOULD RECALL 
ITS AMBASSADOR AND HAD ORDERED THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR 
TO LEAVE TRANSKEI BY APRIL 30. MATANZIMA CLAIMED STEP WAS 
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NECESSARY BECAUSE OF THE SAG'S "CONTEMPTUOUS AND BRUTAL 
TREATMENT" OF TRANSKEI'S CLAIMS TO THE EAST GRIQUALAND AREA 
(NOW PART OF NATAL). 

2. BACKGROUND: REFAIR, POUCHED ALL ADDRESSEES EXCEPT USUN NY 
ON APRIL 6, PROVIDES DETAILS OF THE HISTORY AND STATUS OF EAST 
GRIQUALAND. BRIEFLY, EAST GRIQUALAND IS A 3400 SQ.KM. REGION 
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TUCKED BETWEEN TRANS KEI PROPER AND THE TRANS KEI ENCLAVE OF 
UMZIMKULU IN SOUTHERN NATAL. IT HAS A POPULATION OF 34,000 
XHOSA-SPEAKING BLACKS, 5,500 WHITES AND AND 4,500 COLOREDS AND 
"GRIQUAS". MATANZIMA ARGUES IT SHOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO 
TRANS KEI BECAUSE A PONDO CHIEF HAD SUZERAINTY OVER THE REGION 
IN THE EARLY 1800'S. (THE PONDOS, NUMBERING ABOUT 750,000 
ARE THE PRINCIPAL XHOSA-SPEAKING GROUP IN THE EASTERN TRANSKEI.) 

THE SAG CONTENDS, AND THE GRIQUA REMNANTS CONCUR, THAT THEREWERE 
NO BLACKS INHABITING THE REGION WHEN IT WAS GIVEN TO GRIQUAS BY 
THE BRITISH IN 1862. IURISDICTION OVER THE REGION WAS TRANS- 
FERRED APRIL 1 FROM CAPE PROVINCE TO NATAL AND MATANZIMA 
APPARENTLY FELT CONSTRAINED TO MAKE GOOD ON HIS OFT-REPEATED 
THREATS OF DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE SAG SHOULD IT TRANSFER 
THE REGION TO NATAL INSTEAD OF TRANSKEI. 

3. THE TONE AND THRUST OF MATANZIMA'S SPEECH IS SIMILAR TO 
ONE HE DELIVERED MARCH 13 WHEREIN HE EVIDENCED A MUCH MORE 
CONFRONTATIONAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SAG AND INVITED "LIBERATION 
GROUPS" TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE LATER THIS YEAR IN UMTATA TO 
DISCUSS STRATEGY AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA (REF B). IN HIS 

APRIL 10 SPEECH HE WENT FURTHER, STATING "WE HAVE BEEN COMPELLED 
TO JOIN THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND CLAIM THE WHOLE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA AS BELONGING TO BLACKS AND WHITES, WITH BLACKS CONTROLLING 
THE MAJORITY.... WE ARE GOING TO PROPAGATE MAJORITY RULE IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. FROM NOW HENCEFORTH THIS WILL BE THE FUN- 
DEMENTAL POLICY OF OUR STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION". HE SAID TRANSKEI 
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WAS BIDING ITS TIME BEFORE INITIATING MILITARY ACTION AGAINST 
SOUTH AFRICA OVER THE LAND ISSUE BUT STOPPED SHORT OF STATING 
IF OR WHEN IT WOULD DO SO. REFERRING TO THE CRITICAL QUESTION OF 
ECONOMIC SUPPORT FROM SOUTH AFRICA (WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR 60-80 
PERCENT OF TRANSKEI'S NATIONAL BUDGET OF R236 MILLION - $270 
MILLION) MATANZIMA SAID HE EXPECTED THE SAG TO WITHDRAW SUCH 
AID AND ADDED HE THOUGHT THE SAG WAS CAPABLE OF STARVING 
TRANSKEI. HE THEN APPEALED TO WESTERN NATIONS TO ASSIST HIS 
COUNTRY. 

4. ONE EXPLANATION BEING ADVANCED FOR MATANZIMA'S PRECIPITOUS 
ACTION IS THAT HE NEEDED AN ISSUE WHICH WHOULD HELP HIM RESTORE 
HIS POSITION WITH REBELLIOUS PONDOS WITHIN THE TRANSKEI PARLIA- 
MENT AND SOCIETY. IN THE LAST THREE WEEKS APPROXIMATELY 18 
PONDON MEMBERS OF THE TRANSKEI ASSEMBLY HAVE SPLIT FROM THE 
GOVERNING PARTY, TNIP, AND CONSTITUTED A SO-FAR UNNAMED INDEPEN- 
DENT OPPOSITION BLOC IN THE ASSEMBLY. PRESENTING MATANZIMA WITH 
HISFIRST SERIOUS POLITICAL THREAT IN MANY YEARS (REF D). THE 
PONDOS COVET EAST GRIQUALAND AND HAVE CRITICIZED MATANZIMA FOR 
SOME TIME FOR HIS INABILITY TO RESTORE THE AREA TO PONDO 
CONTROL. WHILE IT IS PREMATURE TO SPECULATE WHAT EFFECT HIS 

STEP MAY HAVE IN HEALING THE PONDO SPLIT, A REPORTER WHO ATTENDED 
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THE SPEECH TOLD US THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT APPLAUSE FROM AN 
OTHERWISE STUNNED ASSEMBLY CAME FROM THE PONDO REPRESENTATIVES. 

5. ANOTHER POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR MATANZIMA'S DECISION IS 
HIS DESIRE TO OBTAIN FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR TRANSKEI. HE MAY 
REASON THAT BY OFFICIALLY BREAKING WIT THE SAG AND SEEKING 
CONTACTS WITH THE LIBERATION GROUPS HE COULD IMPROVE HIS IMAGE 
WITH THE WORLD AND ATTRACT THE RECOGNITION WHICH HAS ELUDED HIM. 

6. A CRITICAL FACTOR IN MATANZIMA'S ABILITY TO SURVIVE A BREAK 
IN RELATIONS IS THE QUESTION OF SAG CONTINUANCE OF ITS ECONOMIC 
SUBSIDY OF TRANSKETS NATIONAL BUDGET AND THE FUTURE ROLE OF 
SECONDED SAG OFFICIALS IN THE NON-SECURITY RELATED MINISTERIES. 

A REPORTER IN UMTATA TOLD US THAT DESPITE THE BREAK IN DIP 
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LOMATIC RELATIONS THE GOT EXPECTS THE SUBSIDY TO CONTINUE AND 
HAS NO INTENTION OF ORDERING THE SECONDED CIVILIAN SOUTH AFRICAN 
OFFICIALS TO LEAVE AS IT DID WITH SOUTH AFRICAN SECURITY AND 
MILITARY OFFICIALS SOME MONTHS AGO. 

7. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE PRIME MINISTER VORSTER WILL MAKE A 
STATEMENT ON THE MATTER IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY APRIL 1 1 . 

FARBER 
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